Subphrenic abscess has been the subject of papers by Laache, Adami, Buttersack, Hector Mackenzie, and F. C. Abbott. The two latter authors, believing that the epigastric swelling in their patient communicated freely with the pleura, drained it successfully by resecting the sixth rib.37 In the discussion on this paper other cases were described which had been drained through the pleura, in some of them even when the pleura was nealthy.^ In this way the risk of an abdominal opening was avoided. Laache found that about fifty cases of these abscesses have been published, and noticed the great difficulty of distinguishing the cases which communicate with the pleural cavity from the others.38 He has operated both below and through the pleura, according to the position of the fluid. Buttersack39 employed a double opening, but in his case the fluid burst through into the lung. Adami described a rapidly fatal case with distension of the pericardium, a cavity containing pus between it and the diaphragm, and another below the diaphragm communicating with the former.40 The origin was found in a malignant
